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dominate at home 

ARM Invitational 

EVENTS: Choir to perform spring 
concert at the O’Shaughnessy B4

Music and arts in our com-
munity are a huge gift to 
the culture and create the 
fabric of our community.

— Mayor John Muhlfeld
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The mood was upbeat 
when more than 50 peo-
ple, some with shiny hard 
hats and golden shovels, 
gathered on April 19 at 
the Smith Fields Sports 
Complex to celebrate the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for the North Valley Music 
School’s new building. 

Under clear spring 
skies, North Valley Music 
School’s board chair 
Christine Rossi and execu-
tive director Deidre Corson 
said a few words to the 
crowd before turning over 

the first few clumps of sod. 
“We are so excited to 

see this 17-year dream 
finally come to fruition,” 
Corson said. “The project is 
a result of thoughtful and 
strategic planning, mindful 
action and a deep love for 
music education. It has 
taken a village, a commit-
ted, philanthropic, and pas-
sionate community.”

Corson thanked every-
one involved in the Be 
Instrumental capital cam-
paign: the students, faculty 
and staff, board, advisors, 
sponsors, donors, archi-
tects, and builders. 

North Valley Music School celebrates groundbreaking ceremony
By JULIE ENGLER
Whitefish Pilot

The North Valley Music School groundbreaking ceremony on April 19, 2024. (Julie Engler/Whitefish Pilot)

The Whitefish Moose 
Lodge was a full house for 
the Whitefish Chamber of 
Commerce’s Business Breakfast 
meeting on April 24. 

Glacier National Park 
Superintendent Dave Roemer, 
Explore Whitefish Executive 
Director Julie Mullins and 
Glacier Park International 
Airport Director Rob Ratkowski 
gave tourism outlooks for the 
upcoming summer.

Mullins shared that last year, 
Whitefish saw a 7% decline in 
spending. Visitor spending rep-
resented 57% of all point of pur-
chase spending in the city.

Looking forward, Whitefish is 
10-15% behind in summer reser-
vations as compared to this time 
last year. At this time last year, 
Whitefish was at about 75% occu-
pancy as compared to the previ-
ous years’ pandemic surges.

“Short-term rental supply far 
exceeds demand,” added Mullins.

Despite the reported and pre-
dicted decreases in reservations 
and spending, Ratkowski said 
that 2023 was a strong year for 
air travel to the area, with an 
8.5% increase in flights and an 
increase in off-season traffic. 

The airport’s primary focus 
this year includes the next steps 
in the terminal expansion proj-
ect. The ticketing lobby and bag-
gage claim area are set to reopen 
May 22, and the public central 
core opens May 2025. 

Other airport outlooks include 
moderating growth, persisting 
challenges with fuel and crew 
costs, and the addition of connec-
tions to Santa Rosa and Sonoma 
in California.

In speaking about Glacier 
National Park, Roemer said new 
changes to the reservation sys-
tem will increase accessibility. 

This includes a better likeli-
hood of obtaining a reservation 
the day prior to visiting, he 
said. About 70% of Going-to-the-
Sun Road reservations will be 
saved for day-before reservations 
during the shoulder seasons and 
about 40% will be saved during 
the peak season.  

“If the community loses our 
voice in managing ourselves and 
our stories, we lose our authen-
ticity,” Mullins said in regards to 
recent discussion about tourism 
management.

“If we don’t manage ourselves, 
someone else will,” she conclud-
ed.

Summer 
reservations 
trending lower 
than last year
By KELSEY EVANS
Whitefish Pilot

The Springs at Whitefish is 
planning a major expansion 
to its senior housing develop-
ment on River Lakes Parkway 
that would include 120 addi-
tional units.

The company is seeking 
approval to build the proj-
ect on vacant land to the 
south of its current facility. 
The Whitefish Community 
Development Board is set to 

review the project at its May 
16 meeting.

A new three-story building 
would include 80 indepen-
dent living units that would 
be connected to the existing 
building at the ground level.

Also proposed on the prop-
erty is a separate two-story 
building with 44 “active 
adult” multi-family units 
varying in size and number of 
bedrooms.

The current assisted liv-
ing and memory care facility 

would be remodeled with the 
intent of reducing the assist-
ed living units by four on 
the ground floor and adding 
eight memory care units. The 
proposal also includes adding 
outdoor patio spaces and addi-
tional parking.

In applying for a Planned 
Unit Development, The 
Springs at Whitefish asked for 
an increase in the maximum 
allowable units in the WR-4 
zone, from 150 to 202 total 
units. It is also requesting 

a building height variance 
from 35 feet to 45 feet, which 
the company contends would 
allow for design flexibility.

The proposal includes a 
new 10-foot-wide bike and 
pedestrian trail along the 
west and south property 
lines. Vehicle access into the 
development would be from 
River Lakes Parkway to the 
west and south. Additional 
access to the north would be 

Major expansion proposed for The Springs
By MATT BALDWIN
Whitefish Pilot

Whitefish is looking more pristine follow-
ing the annual Clean the Fish event last week-
end. 

Families and friends took to the streets and 
riverbanks equipped with trash bags, gloves 
and safety vests, which were handed out with 
breakfast at Glacier Bank on Saturday morn-
ing. 

After litter-picking, volunteers reconvened 
at Glacier Bank to enjoy a hearty taco bar 
and raffle prizes.

Whitefish 
keeps it clean
By KELSEY EVANS
Whitefish Pilot

A family-led Clean the Fish effort at City Beach. More photos on 
page A3. (Kelsey Evans/Whitefish Pilot).

TOURISM OUTLOOK

Whitefish High School 
has earned the No. 2 spot 
in Montana in “2024 Best 
High Schools,” which 
U.S. News released in a 
new report. 

Rankings are based 
on areas like college 
readiness, college cur-
riculum breadth, state 
assessment proficiency, 
and graduation rates. 
Nearly 18,000 schools 

were ranked nationwide, 
and 171 high schools 
across Montana.

Bozeman High School 
was ranked No. 1, with 
Glacier High School in 
Kalispell coming in at 
No. 3.

According to the 
scorecard, Whitefish 
boasts a graduation rate 
of 90-94%, a reading pro-
ficiency of 62% and a 

Whitefish High School 
ranked No. 2 in Montana
Whitefish Pilot

See RANK,  A6

See MUSIC,  A6

See SPRINGS,  A6

HITTING A HIGH NOTE

Deidre Corson, executive director of the North Valley Music 
School throws a shovel of soil at the groundbreaking cere-
mony April 19, 2024. (Julie Engler/Whitefish Pilot)
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provided by connecting 
into the existing memory 
care assisted living cen-
ters parking lot and drive 

aisles.
Open space areas are 

proposed to surround the 
new buildings.

In its PUD applica-
tion, The Springs touted 
the proposal as an in-fill 
development that would 

provide modern living 
solutions to the commu-
nity.

“The Springs at 
Whitefish is not a cook-
ie-cutter project but one 
that is thoughtful and 
carefully fashioned for 

integration with the exist-
ing context and location,” 
the application states.

“Encouraging new 
development within exist-
ing neighborhoods fosters 
a stronger, more cohesive 
community. This pro-

motes enhanced livability 
and sustainability, with 
the senior living facility 
acting as an integral part 
of the community rather 
than an isolated enclave.”

The first phase of 
the project to build the 

independent living units 
would begin next May, 
with scheduled comple-
tion at the end of 2027.

The second phase to 
construct the active adult 
units would be completed 
by 2030.

SPRINGS
from A1

Prior to proposing a 
toast, Whitefish Mayor 
John Muhlfeld empha-
sized the importance of 
private-public partner-
ships because they have 
led to the most success-
ful community assets 
that Whitefish enjoys, 
including the Stumptown 
Ice Den, O’Shaughnessy 
Center, Performing Arts 
Center, the WAVE and 
Smith Fields.

“We’re really here 
today to do this for the 
children,” Muhlfeld said. 
“Music and arts in our 
community are a huge 
gift to the culture and 
create the fabric of our 
community. This is going 
to be a huge addition 
to Whitefish and to the 
entire county.”

The new North Valley 
Music School building, 
8,100 square feet of flexi-
ble, multi-use space, will 
be situated on the approx-
imately 2-acre parcel of 
land that was donated by 
Project Whitefish Kids 
and the City of Whitefish.

The building comprises 
15 studios, two practice 
rooms, a 100-seat mul-

tipurpose performance 
space and a large group 
classroom. The facility 
will feature safe drop-off 
zones, ample parking, a 
welcoming waiting area 
and acoustical treatments 
for improved sound qual-
ity.

“The overwhelming 
demand for music edu-
cation simply cannot be 
met in the current space,” 
said Rossi. “Engineered 
to cater to our recent 
and projected growth in 
student enrollment, the 
new facility will provide 
ample space for expanded 
program offerings and 

also eliminate the need to 
rent off-campus studios 
and performance spaces.

“Furthermore, the 
Smith Fields location 
offers a unique benefit, 
allowing for seamless 
coordination of music 
lessons and sports activi-
ties,” Rossi added.

The new facility will 
also be available to 
community groups and 
nonprofit organizations, 
as part of North Valley 
Music School’s com-
mitment to serving the 
broader community. 

The music school’s 
capital campaign began 

in 2022, and raised a total 
of $5.2 million of the $7.5 
million goal.

“North Valley Music 
School has seen wide-
spread community 
support for the capital 
campaign with more than 
500 donors validating the 
project as worthwhile and 
merited,” Rossi said. 

She said North Valley 
Music School engaged 
434 unduplicated donors 
in last year’s Great Fish 
Community Challenge 
and won Whitefish 
Community Foundation’s 
Biggest Catch award. She 
added the music school 

raised a record-break-
ing $366,962, the largest 
amount ever raised by 
any single nonprofit in 
the campaign’s history. 

“This remarkable 
achievement speaks to 
the unwavering support 
and dedication of our 
community to the mission 
of North Valley Music 
School,” Rossi said.

NORTH VALLEY Music 
School has been provid-
ing the gift of music to 
the community for 26 
years. This year, they 
are serving 696 registered 
students of all ages and 
abilities and have granted 
almost $27,000 in scholar-
ships to 44 students.

The school offers pri-
vate and group music 
instruction, as well as 
summer camps and 
the Flathead Youth 
Symphony.

Rossi said the school 
offers partial and full 
scholarships, hosts con-
certs, welcomes guest art-
ists, and organizes work-
shops, all at no cost.

“The majority of 
our students are from 
Whitefish, however, about 
40% are from other towns 
in the valley,” Rossi said. 
“The new location will 
make it a lot easier for 

people from other areas 
to access the school.”

Now in its final phase 
of fundraising, the music 
school requires $2.3 mil-
lion in additional fund-
ing. They welcome the 
community’s continued 
support of their efforts to 
build on their success and 
provide even more music 
education opportunities 
in the new, state-of-the-art 
facility. 

There are many 
ways individuals can 
contribute to the Be 
Instrumental campaign. 
Naming opportunities and 
studio sponsorship are 
still up for grabs for those 
interested in leaving a 
lasting legacy. 

For those seeking a 
more creative way to sup-
port the school, donors 
can purchase a music 
note for the North Valley 
Music School Music Tree, 
a future art installation 
inside the new building 
inspired by the tradi-
tional brick campaign 
concept.

For more information 
and to donate to the Be 
Instrumental campaign, 
visit www.NVMS.me or 
contact Christine Rossi 
at 214-215-8703 or at chris-
tine@rossi1.com 

MUSIC
from A1

math proficiency of 42%. 
The AP participation rate 
was at 40%.

 “We continue to have 
tremendous academic 
success at Whitefish High 
School, and this ranking 

is another reflection of 
that,” Kerry Drown, prin-
cipal of Whitefish High 
School, said in a press 
release. “Our students 
grow from elementary 
to middle school to high 
school, and I am proud to 
celebrate this award with 
all our teachers, staff and 
students.”

In addition to earning 
the second-highest rank 
in Montana, Whitefish 
also earned high marks 
nationally, placing it in 
the top 10% at 1,567 in 
the national rankings.

Recently, Whitefish 
High School was selected 
for the AP School Honor 
Roll, which recognizes 

schools that have done 
outstanding work to wel-
come more students into 
AP courses and support 
them on the path to col-
lege success. 

Whitefish High School 
now offers 12 advanced 
placement courses and 
has over 200 students 
taking one or more AP 

classes. Whitefish High 
is also offering students 
the chance to earn an AP 
Capstone diploma and an 
AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate as part of an 
expanded program.

“We believe in high 
expectations and high 
achievement for all. It’s 
the foundation for every-

thing that we do,” contin-
ued Drown. “These high 
standards come not only 
from the staff and the 
administrators but also 
from the parent commu-
nity and the community 
at large. We can all be 
very proud of this recog-
nition together.”

RANK
from A1

A rendering of the new North Valley Music School building. (Photo provided)
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Tai Chi
@ 10am
With Master Hamer. White�sh
Community Center, White�sh

History Book Club
@ 2pm
"Montana Disasters: True Sto‐
ries of Treasure State Tragedies
and Triumphs," by Butch Lar‐
combe. Who takes a look at
pivotal moments through re‐
search, photographs, and in‐
terviews Northwest Montana
History Museum, Kalispell. 406-
756-8381

Whiskey Wednesday
@ 4pm
Enjoy Whiskey Flights all night,
with live music from 6 - 9 p.m.
The Firebrand Hotel, White�sh.
406-863-1919

4-5-6 Daily Happy Hour
@ 4pm
May 1st - May 7th
Swap stories about the day's
adventures while enjoying our
Happy Hour specials. The Fire‐
brand Restaurant, White�sh.
406-863-1919

Radio Ranch
@ 6pm
Special night of live music
downstairs in the Red Room
Lounge with local band, Radio
Ranch. Latitude 48 Bistro,
White�sh

North Valley Music School
Spring Concert & Board
Meeting
@ 6pm
Join Montana’s only nonpro�t
community music school for
its annual meeting and Spring
Concert. Board meeting at 6
p.m. followed by the perfor‐
mance at 7 p.m.
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O'Shaughnessy Cultural Arts
Center, operated and man‐
aged by The White�sh Theatre
Company, White�sh

Windchimes Fused Glass
Class
@ 6:30pm / $55
Fun class to learn about the
techniques of fusing glass.
Fuse strips of colorful glass
and turn those into a beautiful
wind chime. Each piece will
come with materials for a
hanger. Stumptown Art Studio,
White�sh

Business Buzz
@ 8:30am
Set for the �rst Thursday of
each month at a different lo‐
cal business, the Buzz offers
members an opportunity to
get caffeinated while catch‐
ing-up on the latest from the
Chamber staff and sharing
the latest on their own busi‐
ness with other local business
owners and managers. Mud‐
Man Burgers, White�sh

Preschool Music
@ 9am
Classes are taught by Beth
Thomas. North Valley Music
School, White�sh

White�sh Bulldogs vs
Columbia Falls Wildcats
@ 4pm
Baseball - Boys Varsity. White‐
�sh High School

White�sh Gallery Nights
Opening Reception
@ 5pm
Featuring Helena-based
painter Kallie Audet for the
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month of May. Cawdrey
Gallery, White�sh. 406-730-8680

FHS/GHS Speech &
Debate PINT NIGHT
@ 5pm
Flathead High School and
Glacier High School join
forces for PINT NIGHT. Bias
Brewing, Kalispell. 406-730-
3020

Open Mic Night
@ 7pm
First Thursday of every month.
Remington Bar & Casino,
White�sh

"The Chosen" Watch Party
@ 7pm / Free
Gather together with others
and watch the episodes in a
theater-type setting. First Pres‐
byterian Church, White�sh.
406-862-2802

Trivia Night
@ 7pm
David Crismore Music puts on
one heck of a show with full vi‐
sual graphics, witty humor,
music, prizes, wine bucks, the
elusive "wheel of fortune" and
a high energy vibe. Waters
Edge Winery & Bistro, Kalispell.
406-314-4193

Karen Leigh Opening
Reception
@ 5pm
A new exhibit goes up in the
gallery. Phillips Studio & Gallery,
Kalispell. 406-309-2335

····································································································

Press Play with
Halladay & Rob Quist
@ 12pm / $5-$30
The Daily Inter Lake's Press
Play lunch concert series
is happy to host these two
local legends. Famous
Montana musician, Rob
Quist (Mountain Mission
Wood Band), and his
daughter Halladay Quist.
Daily Inter Lake, Kalispell

Book Release,
"Hindsight and
Foresight is 20/20"
@ 6pm
White�sh Review will host
ceramic artist Stephen
Braun for a slideshow and
conversation about his
newly released large-for‐
mat art book. With the
White�sh Community
Foundation and 101 Cen‐
tral. 101 Central Ave,
White�sh

Canvas & Cocktails:
Spring Flowers & Boots
@ 6:30pm / $40
Get ready to embrace the ar‐
rival of spring by painting a
delightful scene of muddy
boots �lled with vibrant spring
�owers. No prior painting expe‐
rience is necessary. Stumptown
Art Studio, White�sh

Ryan Hamilton
@ 7:30pm / $37
Stand-up comedian armed
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Sun 5/05

with the unique perspective of
growing up in rural Idaho to
become a favorite in the New
York stand-up comedy scene,
he’s one-of-a-kind. Wachholz
College Center, Kalispell. 406-
756-1400

5K Make-a-Wish Run for
the Kids
@ 11am / $25
Race will not be chip timed, it's
a fun run to raise money for
the kids. All proceeds will go to
the Make a Wish Foundation.
Sponsored by PTA Physical
Therapy. 105 Village Loop,
Kalispell

Like, A Totally 80's Murder
Mystery Party
@ 7pm / $45
Like, dust off those leg warm‐
ers and break out the teased
bangs for a murderously great
time. Waters Edge Winery &
Bistro, Kalispell. 406-314-4193

Jeff Crosby Band
@ 9:30pm
Intelligent lyrics abound
and with great music
throughout this com‐
pelling piece of work. The
Great Northern Bar & Grill,
White�sh

DJ Pop Up at The Patio
@ 4pm

····································································································

Mon 5/06

····································································································
Tue 5/07
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Calendar information is provided
by event organizers. All events are
subject to change or cancella‐
tion. This publication is not re‐
sponsible for the accuracy of the
information contained in this cal‐
endar.

Come enjoy Cinco de Mayo
festive eats, drinks, tostada
and taco specialties and
dance to DJ Adobe Juan's
records. With the Montana
Craft Kitchen and Treasure
State Hospitality. 204 Wisconsin
Ave., White�sh

Walk in Beauty Spring
Concert
@ 3pm / Free
The Crown of the Conti‐
nent Choir hosts its an‐
nual Spring Concert and
fundraiser. With the White‐
�sh Theatre Company.
O'Shaughnessy Cultural
Arts Center, White�sh. 406-
261-2744

The Sunrisers Lions Club
@ 6am
Non-pro�t organization that
supports the local youth in the
Kalispell area; from eye
glasses to scholarships.
Kalispell Center Mall

Preschool Art Adventures
@ 11:30am
Children's classes that tie in
with the currently exhibited art
in the galleries, so that stu‐
dents can view real-life exam‐
ples of what they later prac‐
tice hands-on in the class‐
room. Hockaday Museum of
Art, Kalispell. 406-755-5268

The best place to promote your events online and in print. Visit us @ https://white�shpilot.com/events/ powered by
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